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THE MONIST 



CHRISTIAN SCIENCE: MEDIEVALISM REDI- 

VIVUS. 

DR. John S. Billings, U.S. Army, reviewing the progress 
of medicine during the nineteenth century, has shown 
that deaths of women from childbirth decreased during 
that period from 10 to 20 in 1000 to 5 in 1000; and that 
from all causes the deaths in New York City fell from be- 
tween 35 and 40 in 1000 to less than 20 in 1000. He recalls 
the fact that one hundred years ago yellow fever was epi- 
demic in New York and Philadelphia for two years; (for 
thirty years the disease has been almost unknown through- 
out the whole country;) also that in 1800 the majority of 
persons one met were pitted with smallpox — the survivors 
of a much greater number, — while now there are physicians 
who have never seen a case of smallpox; and that in the 
Napoleonic and Revolutionary wars more died from dis- 
ease than from wounds, while now hospital gangrene is 
unknown. 

Statistics show that in Chicago during the last thirty- 
five years the average age at death has increased from 
12 to 32 years. 

No one disputes these facts, or attributes them to any 
cause other than medical science — the measures employed 
partly in curing disease, but more especially in preventing 
its introduction, or its spread when once introduced. 

Yet, notwithstanding these facts, Christian Science 
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has the effrontery to say that "The world is exceedingly 
tired of the medical profession — a profession as changeable 
as the skies," — and it offers itself to suffering humanity 
instead, as something not only unchangeable but divine — 
unchangeable because divine. 

St. Augustine in the fourth century declared, that "All 
diseases of Christians are to be ascribed to demons ; chiefly 
do they torment fresh-baptized Christians, yea even the 
guiltless new-born infants." 

It is a long reach of time from St. Augustine to Mrs. 
Eddy, and during that interval it has been supposed that 
knowledge of the human system had made some progress. 
Yet perhaps we have been laboring under a great mistake 
after all, for we find that between the old saint and the 
woman of Concord there is not much difference either in 
belief or practice. The terms do not exactly coincide, but 
the ideas are almost identical. Both have denied that dis- 
ease is disease, both have relied on supernatural means for 
relief, both have scorned natural means as not only in- 
effective but impious. 

But how has this new system, which appears to be 
nothing but a reversion to primitive methods, or a reinves- 
titure and restatement of outgrown beliefs, been able to 
gain a hearing and a considerable following ? Prof. David 
Starr Jordan indirectly answers the question when, in 
another connection, he says: 

"The sole condition under which communistic and so- 
cialistic organizations have been successful is that of com- 
plete subordination of the individual wills to the the will of 
some one individual supposed to have mystic power or 
a divine mission." 

The answer is also found in the very systematic meth- 
ods of advertisement and organization employed in the 
propaganda. 
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THE ADVERTISEMENT. 

About ten years ago Mary Baker G. Eddy published 
a book entitled Press and Pulpit, a compilation consisting 
partly of reports of lectures and addresses on the subject 
of Christian Science, but chiefly of extracts from various 
newspapers, ostensibly giving the views of editors on the 
same subject. That part of the book which is accredited 
to the pulpit, however, consists merely of the views of Mrs. 
Eddy's First Readers and reverend lecturers, some of 
whom were ministers in other denominations before they 
embraced "Science." Naturally it would be expected that 
their words would be commendatory, and since the ex- 
tracts from the newspapers were selected by Mrs. Eddy 
herself, they also, as a matter of course, are such as speak 
well of her and her church; it would be most surprising 
if she had published any other kind. Mr. Septimus J. 
Hanna, her historian, confidently asserts of the whole col- 
lection, that "They accord fair and sincere recognition of 
her achievements and her rightful place in history." But 
who wrote them? 

Press notices are always liable to the suspicion that 
they are either inspired or written wholly by parties in 
interest. In the case of concert singers and composers 
of popular music, for example, those who have had expe- 
rience in their exploitation know how easy it is to procure 
encomiums for their artists by the hundred. Even those 
not conversant with these tactics, the ones it is desired to 
influence to become patrons, have become a trifle skeptical 
as to the reliability of the fulsome praise which the news- 
papers print, and they generally require something more 
undeniably spontaneous and sincere before giving up their 
money. 

If it is a show or a play, it is patent to nearly everybody 
that the press notice is a part of the regular advertisement 
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which the advance agent prepares and places. He is hired 
to do that particular work. He may quote from other 
papers, but he also wrote the words he quotes. 

Press and Pulpit having passed through seven or more 
editions, it is evident that its compiler and editor must re- 
gard it as of considerable value and importance; and if 
it is intended to serve the same purpose for her which the 
bill boards do for the circus, no one need complain; the 
field is open, and she has the same right to "keep ever- 
lastingly at it" as the shows have. If it is expected, how- 
ever, that men at large will take it as real, unbiased testi- 
mony, then that presupposes an innocency on their part as 
great as that of the children and farmers (unfortunately 
sometimes found too), for every page points to a Christian 
Science writer. The skill shown, however, in the manipu- 
lation of the press is quite remarkable. So cleverly has it 
been done that the articles which have been gathered to- 
gether in Press and Pidpit appeared in the first place, not 
as interested puffs, nor like the palpable work of the ad- 
vance agent, nor even (as they ought to have been printed) 
as signed letters, but as if they were the very editorials 
Mr. Hanna would have us believe them to be. Unsuspect- 
ing readers at the time no doubt took them to be such, and 
even in the book it is only by the frequent cropping out of 
the familiar cant phrases of Christian Science that the 
real authorship stands revealed.* 

The charlatans and quacks are given to straightfor- 
ward lying. Christian Science is more discreet — perhaps 
I ought to say conscientious, — and yet Press and Pidpit 
being something else than what it pretends to be, by what 
soft words shall we characterize it? 

* Nothing more than this evidence which they bear upon their face is 
needed to confirm the view that they were all written by Christian Scientists, 
but I have additional corroboration of it from some of the editors who have 
permitted their columns to be used by those writers. 
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PUBLICATION COMMITTEE. 

As a supplementary force in the advertisement, there is 
an organized body of men and women scattered over the 
country known as the Publication Committee whose duty 
it is to keep a sharp lookout for newspaper and magazine 
articles which show "lapses" toward Mrs. Eddy, and when 
found to answer them — "in a Christian spirit." 

The menageries sometimes cause exciting accounts to 
be published, of how a lion escaped from his cage and 
broke the bones and tore the flesh of the other animals. 
The fierce attacks of men on that gentle creature known 
as Christian Science do really occur, but in answering 
them the Publication Committee do not fail to utilize the 
occasion to the full by calling attention at the same time 
to the fascinating, wonderful and truly pious character of 
their system. In fact, they do not need to be attacked — 
any allusion to the subject will be found sufficient to draw 
them out, such opportunities if properly handled being 
quite as effective, in their judgment, as the more direct 
appeal of the alleged editorial. 

LECTURES. 

Through its Board of Lectureship the system is ex- 
plained to the public in a manner calculated to attract the 
attention of the more intelligent class, by setting it forth 
in such a light as to require as little of one's credulity as 
possible and yet be consistent ; appealing to the religiously 
disposed by frequent references to the words of Jesus and 
his disciples, and arguing throughout with a speciousness 
not excelled in politics, and seldom equaled in the practice 
of law. 

"You may have read some of the testimonies as to 
cures, which possibly appeared to you extravagant. Very 
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well ; we don't ask men and women of your intelligence to 
give them undue attention until you know something of 
our methods and resources. But come to our lectures and 
we will uncover to you something worthy of your most 
careful attention." 

Imagine yourself, therefore, ushered into a comfortable 
seat in some good theatre on a Sunday afternoon, amongst 
an audience of well-bred men and women, breezy and 
cheery, with none of the sanctimonious air of the church 
congregation, yet very earnest; no hint of money — no 
"silver collection" at the door, nor passing of the plate; — 
soft music from a piano down in the orchestra for five or 
ten minutes, and then the lecturer and his introducer — a 
local officer of the church — step upon the stage. 

The introduction is a memorized recitation of a most 
carefully prepared prelude, evidently brought by the lec- 
turer in his pocket, or forwarded in advance, for nothing is 
left to accident. The speaker, a graceful gentleman, beam- 
ing with kindness, almost apologetic when criticizing the 
profession of medicine, though obliged to smile at some 
of its amusing fallacies — particularly the theory as to 
germs; — with charity for all who, through misapprehen- 
sion, have misrepresented Mrs. Eddy and her teachings; 
with an earnest wish that you should correctly understand 
this health-giving and satisfying revelation for your own 
greatest good, asking if you are satisfied with yourself now, 
— talks entertainingly, plausibly, for an hour and a half, 
holding the attention so closely that time is unnoticed, and 
the only sound — which you rather seem to feel than hear — 
is the deep-breathed approval of the believers among his 
auditors. And when it is over, if you are not convinced 
you almost wish you might be, so charming has it all 
seemed. 

Those who make up the audience of one of these lec- 
tures are mostly persons of ordinary attainments only, hav- 
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ing been drawn thither by no particular interest, yet with 
no particular prejudice against the subject, because know- 
ing little or nothing about it, many of them church mem- 
bers, they form an ideal assembly for the purpose aimed at. 

And the first aim is to remove any doubts that may 
exist as to Christian Science's being antagonistic to Chris- 
tianity, or anything else than Christian in all its essentials. 
It is shown, apparently, to be in fact a rediscovery of 
Christian first principles, and a return to a practice of them 
— a revitalization of a lot of Scriptural injunctions and 
promises which have for a long time been neglected, — 
which will appear at length as the only true and complete 
Christianity. How can that be more than a half-Christianity 
which confines itself to soul-saving only ? This saves both 
soul and body. ( It might be asked here, why a person need 
ever die then ; — but that is a question our friends are not 
eager to have raised.) 

The "little book," Science and Health with Key to the 
Scriptures, the Christian Science text-book, it is declared, 
sheds a flood of light upon the Scriptures, which not only 
makes them wholly reasonable, but as applicable to life 
now, physical and spiritual both, as to the times in which 
they were written. It is asked: "Is the great Healer dead, 
or is He the same yesterday, to-day and forever ?" What 
is the meaning of the words (James v. 15), "The prayer 
of faith shall heal the sick" ? 

After showing how much ground there is to justify 
the use of the word Christian, and for regarding Christian 
Science as in reality applied Christianity, the lecturer pro- 
ceeds to so handle the words sin and disease as to make 
them appear to be synonymous, and then leads up to a 
denial of what they stand for in human life. Evil, sin, 
disease — these can be used interchangeably at will, and 
are so used in all Christian Science literature as well as 
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in lectures. Their unreality is set forth by Rev. W. P. 
McKenzie, as follows: 

"It is a distinctive feature of Christian Science that its 
postulate, rather should one say its axiom, is this : that by 
proving the unreality of sin, disease and death, you demon- 
strate the allness of good." 

Mr. Hanna, in a lecture delivered in Parkersburg, W. 
Va., February 28, 1905, said: "Evil is unreal. Sin is real 
as a human belief, but not as a divine fact." 

These statements are unique, if not wholly intelligible ; 
but they make it plain that disease is, in their philosophy, 
not real. When, however, an outsider asserts that its real- 
ity is denied, he is immediately charged with misrepresen- 
tation. 

Richard P. Varall, in a letter to the New York Sun, 
March 8, 1904, written for the purpose, as he states at the 
outset, of "correcting a very popular misapprehension — 
that Christian Scientists do not believe in the reality of sin 
and disease in a literal sense," said: "No body of people 
recognize the seeming ( !) existence of sin and disease 
more than do the Christian Scientists, and one of the best 
proofs of this lies in the fact that the sinful are regenerated 
and the sick healed by its means." 

"The admission that 'God is All in All' logically con- 
tradicts the belief in the reality of evil. To be loyal sub- 
jects of an all-powerful God, we must not even in thought 
believe him capable of such imperfect work as that evi- 
denced in the sick and sinful progeny of Adam. The only 
possible escape from this dilemma is to agree with Mrs. 
Eddy in her deduction, that spirit and matter being oppo- 
site, the latter must be unreal if the former is real 

Those who have mastered its teachings (Christian Sci- 
ence's), even in a small degree, can prove in part to them- 
selves and for others the unreality of sin and disease." 
Mr. Varall is a member of the Publication Committee. 
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This letter of explanation needs explaining. At a 
casual reading it appears to be well-nigh meaningless, but 
it is really a deft piece of sophism, for it contrives by identi- 
fying disease with evil to confirm the impression it osten- 
sibly seeks to remove, and reaffirms the very statement it 
pretends to refute. And it will not be overlooked that this 
official denial of the reality of disease either goes too far 
or not far enough. If disease is not real, then what is it 
that the treatment cures? If the cures are veritable, then 
the disease must have been real. Something which is not 
cannot be removed, or else there was no removal. And 
what kind of a deduction is that of Mrs. Eddy's which he 
refers to, which makes spirit and matter "opposite," and 
because they are opposite therefore one must be unreal? 
If one is unreal how can it have relations? 

It is charged that the opponents of Christian Science 
do not understand the subject, and when we come to points 
like these — the removal of something which did not exist, 
and the opposition of two elements, one only being real — 
we may as well admit that we do not understand it. More 
than that, it is not too much to say that nobody else under- 
stands it — it defies the world. 



CURES. 

More than most other Christians, these "scientists" 
regard their faith as amounting to knowledge — a knowl- 
edge which is demonstrable in the changed conditions of 
their bodies from a state of disease to a state of health; 
hence to intimate that they are the victims of illusions, or 
that they are guilty of exaggeration, is to raise an indig- 
nant protest ; but there is much ground for suspecting the 
influence of both. 

Ninety per cent, of those who acknowledge allegiance 
to Mrs. Eddy claim that they have been cured by "Science" 
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of physical ailments, which they are always ready to enu- 
merate, prefacing generally by a statement made familiar 
by patent medicine advertisements — that he or she had 
been given up by all the doctors. And such wonderful 
cures as they relate! In reading the Leaves of Healing, 
published in Zion City, we may have thought the limit had 
been reached that would dare be asked of our belief as to 
cures. But if we did it was because we had not seen the 
Christian Science Sentinel. That paper every week prints 
from two to four pages of testimonials from grateful cured 
ones, which make the alleged work of all the other healers, 
by whatever name known, from the no-cure-no-pay men 
to Sanford and Dowie look small and tame. 

In one issue alone of that paper (May 14, 1904) we 
read of a case of rheumatic gout being cured in forty-eight 
hours, a crushed heel and ankle restored to soundness in 
four days, a rib broken in the morning made whole before 
sun-down, "internal decay" arrested and cancer and con- 
sumption cured by reading some chapters in Science and 
Health; a person made able to fill a responsible position as 
bookkeeper and cashier without any previous training, and 
a case of atheism overcome without the slightest trouble — 
length of time not stated, but presumably short. One 
woman asserts that she had been operated on twice and 
had twenty-four physicians in three years. Christian Sci- 
ence cured her at once. 

In the issue of Nov. 14, 1903 another woman says: 

"I was operated on for a spatulated fibroid tumor, when 
it was revealed that the disease was cancer of the uterus, 
and not removable. 

"In this condition I was in the care of physicians and 
nurses for two years, and at last realized that death was 
the ultimate. At this point, a Christian Science friend 
called to see me, but was told that no one was admitted, 
as I was dying. 
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"I was then suffering great agony, and all opiates 
failed to relieve me, although a nurse and physician were 
in constant attendance. My body was swollen to an enor- 
mous size, until further expansion seemed impossible, and 
septicaemia had set in. 

"This condition was regarded as the approaching end. 
The third day there seemed no change until late in the 
afternoon, when I was seized with a most terrific pain and 
sensation of something ripping and tearing itself loose, 
when with one jerk, as it were, I realized that I was freed 
of the incubus that was dragging me down to the grave. 
I called to my attendant and daughter, declaring to them, 
that whether cancer or tumor it had passed from me. They 
thought I was suffering hallucinations and tried to quiet 
me, but I insisted that they remove it and send for my phy- 
sician to come at once. When he arrived with another they 
were dumbfounded and said there was no account in ma- 
teria medica of any similar experience, and attributed it to 
a freak of nature. The growth was pronounced a cancer, 
leaving behind no trace, for every fibre, and the throat, or 
main attachment, was complete. They carried it away 
with them and it was the subject of much discussion at the 
health office. (Sic!) 

"They now held out no hope, for the verdict was death 
from hemorrhages. To me a miracle had been wrought, 
and I knew it was of God, yet I did not know I was being 
treated in Christian Science. In one week I was about the 
house and continued to improve. In three months I started 
on a trip across the continent alone, and was well in mind 
and body, even though the physical condition was not per- 
fect to material sense. When told by my daughter that I 
had been treated in Christian Science, I accepted the state- 
ment and was satisfied." 

Dr. Tomkins says : "The sick have been healed of every 
imaginable disease, including insanity; the blind have re- 
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ceived sight, the deaf their hearing ; shortened limbs have 
been elongated, crooked spines have been straightened, and 
law after law of the human mind's bondage have been 
broken." Almost the only affliction not claimed to have 
been cured is decapitation, but that may be due to an over- 
sight on the part of the relators. 

If now we believe in the actuality of these extraordi- 
nary cures it becomes necessary to admit that they are 
miracles. And they are occasionally called by that name, 
even by Mrs. Eddy herself, though there is a growing 
reluctance, evidently, to speak of them as such, probably 
through fear of prejudicing the cause. 

EXAGGERATION. 

Some are exaggerators by temperament. "All their 
geese are swans till we see the birds." Some are so from 
policy. I once knew a physician whose sore throats were 
all diphtheria, whose fevers were all typhoid, whose coughs 
were incipient consumption. He was very successful in 
his practice. In fact, all who had these serious complaints 
got well. A suspicion got abroad, however (set afoot by 
his jealous rivals, probably), that his diagnoses had not 
always been quite right. 

It may seem unkind, perhaps, to suggest that our Chris- 
tian Science practitioners have indulged in any hocus- 
pocus with their patients, stretching the truth a little to 
make the ailment appear greater than it was, that the 
triumph of the restoration to health might appear the more 
wonderful. But it is somewhat surprising to observe that 
those who have been cured appear to know so much about 
the nature of their complaints. One is tempted to ask, 
How did they know they had "internal decay," crushed 
heels, broken ribs, consumption, cancer, etc. ? If they think 
that the cure of that which they thought ailed them proves 
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that the ailment was what they thought it was, that may 
be a process of reasoning satisfactory to themselves, but 
to those uninfluenced by any spell, it seems to have its 
faults. 

As an influence tending to produce an over-drawn 
picture by the patient herself, we may recall that there are 
writers of patent medicine advertisements who receive 
large salaries for their ability to so describe the symptoms 
of a disease that the reader shall think he has it. It would 
not be strange if some of those persons who have been so 
miraculously restored to health from incurable diseases 
had been reading such advertisements along with Science 
and Health. 

In the most ordinary occurrences of every-day life, the 
person who describes them with exactness is rare if not 
unknown. The thermometer is never high enough on a hot 
day, nor low enough in a cold one, to match the stories 
which are told about it. No season was ever so severe ; no 
climate so changeable. Startling occurrences, like fires, 
runaways, railway collisions, homicides, etc., no two per- 
sons will describe alike — no one will describe the same 
event alike twice. Let a description pass from mouth to 
mouth a few times and its relation to the real facts becomes 
unrecognizable. The little brook trickling down the moun- 
tain side becomes in the valley a mighty river — no more 
than keeping pace with the fish stories connected with it, 
however. 

In times of religious excitement, when the imagination 
is aflame, or when the nerves are unstrung through dis- 
ordered physical states, more especially when such con- 
ditions exist together, the subject is pretty certain to lose 
his bearings completely, — his mind will for the time being 
resolve -itself into a chaos. Then not only will he exag- 
gerate, but his statements may all become untrustworthy. 
Let one in such a state of mind then, by any means have 
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confidence in himself restored, and the difference in his 
feeling will be so great — the feeling of relief so intense 
and profound — that he can even believe (as Mrs. Eddy did 
in her own case) that a miracle has been performed. Only 
those well-disciplined in such matters are competent to 
understand the relations of sequences in vital affairs, — 
scarcely anybody who is at once both subject and diagnos- 
tician. When a doctor is sick he always calls in a doctor. 

COINCIDENCES. 

Charlatanry avails itself of all the accidents of fortune, 
for it is more anxious to make a case than to unveil a truth. 
Suppose a man had predicted the Galveston cyclone eight 
or ten months in advance of the event, many would have 
believed that he had a fore-knowledge of it. Or, suppose 
a prediction is made of certain other impending disasters, 
and then there follow a series of occurrences in seeming 
conformity to it, thousands can be made to believe that the 
forecaster has occult powers by which he sees events in 
advance of their occurrence. 

Wonderful coincidences happen, as we all know, some- 
times seeming to imply a relationship of cause and effect 
while in reality proceeding from causes remote and wholly 
distinct from each other. Herschel's weather tables com- 
piled with reference to the phases of the moon furnish a 
notable example of such a misconception. 

But whether the subject be the weather, a flood, a tor- 
nado or a miracle, the man who makes claim to know all 
about them, to be able to foretell them, to forestall them, 
or produce them, if he only has sufficient assurance, can get 
followers, and, with shrewd management, proofs. What 
nostrum and what quack who is worthy of the name that 
have not as big bundles of testimonials from those they 
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have cured as Mrs. Eddy probably? Many of them are 
just as sincere too. 

Now suppose it is admitted that the Christian Science 
cures are real, that is, that the disturbing influences of im- 
agination had been absent, that the complaint was pre- 
cisely what the patient afterwards (always afterwards) 
said it had been, and that under the exclusive treatment 
of the healer she had been made entirely well, — what is 
proven thereby? Manifestly nothing for the main conten- 
tion, for it is common enough for sick persons to recover 
without any attendance whatever, even also when some 
desire that they should die, and in this case nothing but 
attendance was given, coupled presumably with the desire 
for the patient's recovery. It is a perfectly fair presump- 
tion that the recovery came about naturally. 

Taking the same data which are furnished by the ac- 
tual Chrisian Science subjects it is just as easy to prove 
something else as to the cause, manner and nature of their 
recovery as that it transpired as claimed. For example, 
referring again to the case of the broken rib said to have 
been restored in a few hours, the cure might not have been 
of the rib that was broken, but a new rib may have been 
caused to grow in place of the old one, which may have 
been absorbed, or jerked out like the woman's cancer. The 
supposition as to a new rib is no more incredible than that 
respecting the old one, and the proof is just as conclusive, 
for the man went into the hayfield in the afternoon and 
worked as freely as before his injury. 

Just here we are likely to be asked, If Christian Science 
did not cure the man then what did? And perhaps we 
cannot say. The most obvious answer would be, if we 
were not for the moment assuming that the ailments are 
what they purport to be, that the man's rib was not broken, 
therefore not mended. Nobody of ordinary common sense, 
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outside the spell of this strange belief and practice, would 
make any other answer. 

CONTENT. 

If this were merely a harmless fad which we are con- 
sidering, and if it were not spreading fast, it would not be 
worth while to add anything to what has heretofore been 
done in the way of exposing its worthlessness, — time alone 
will do that. Its rapid spread among all classes, however, 
and the menace to health, public as well as individual, 
through the neglect of rational, precautionary and reme- 
dial measures, which a close following of it requires, make 
it a danger large enough to merit still further scrutiny. 
Its rapid increase is one of the marvels of the times. Five 
years ago the number of its devotees was estimated at 
700,000, and to-day it is put at 2,000,000, and the Christian 
Science Church as occupying eighth place among religious 
bodies. 

Its members are devout, sincere and kind, always op- 
timists, and as regards their belief enthusiasts. Its preach- 
ing is solemn and impressive, abounding in reverential 
allusions to the Bible (always with "Eddyotic" interpre- 
tation ) , and heavy with a phraseology supposed to be scien- 
tific and metaphysical. Its atmosphere is, on the whole, 
pure and sweet; and in many other respects it compares 
favorably with other denominations. And yet it is not in 
any nor in all of these that Christian Science consists. If 
we would know what its essentials really are we must look 
for them in precisely those qualities which are unlike those 
of any other Church. Briefly they are comprised in the 
substitution of faith for knowledge in the treatment of the 
sick. All its preaching, all the lectures, all the Wednesday 
night experience meetings, all its literature, have that one 
end in view. Nothing is essential that does not bear upon 
this one point — healing; it exists for nothing else. More 
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particularly, it is a system of healing based on Mrs. Eddy, 
a more than mortal woman, gifted with prescience and 
the power of working miracles, — a power which she im- 
parts to her followers by instruction, but which also resides 
in her book, Science and Health. 

That it is a faith cure or mental healing simply is de- 
nied. To make this plain, she "dwells particularly upon 
the terms belief and understanding, which are the key 
words respectively used in definitions of faith cure and 
Christian Science," asserting that "the latter is based on 
what is held to be scientific certainty, namely, that all cau- 
sation is of mind, every effect has its origin in desire and 
thought."* She became "certain" of this in 1866. This 
is the "Discovery," which Mr. Hanna refers to, as follows : 
"She discovered the science of healing embodied in that 
work {Science and Health) after years of practical proof, 
through homeopathy (!), that mind instead of matter is 
the principle of pathology, and finally sealed her proof by 
a severe casualty, from which she recovered through her 
exercise of mental power over the body, after the regular 
physicians had pronounced her case incurable." 

If such words mean anything they mean mental heal- 
ing. And as mind is one of Mrs. Eddy's numerous syno- 
nyms for God, the meaning is also faith healing. In fact, 
faith in her and God (Hoch der Kaiser!) is fundamental 
and necessary to becoming one of her followers, much 
more so to becoming one of her wonder workers. 

THE DIVINE WOMAN. 

One of the lecturers speaking in Detroit, February 13, 
1899, said: "She is a second great Mary who has taught 
the world to know God." Mr. McCracken in a lecture at 
Lewiston, Maine, last year, said: "The name Christian 
Science was an inspiration." Rev. Geo. W. Tomkins in 

* Christian Science History, by Septimus J. Hanna. 
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a lecture at Buffalo, said: "We consciously declare that 
Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures was fore- 
told as well as its author, Mary Baker Eddy, in Revelation 
x. She is the 'mighty angel,' or God's highest thought* 
to this age (verse 1), giving us the spiritual interpretation 
of the Bible in the 'little book' open (verse 2)." 

In the same lecture he also said: "The Revelations 
of Christian Science came to Mary Baker G. Eddy in 
the year 1866, and its truth and power were immediately 
demonstrated by signs following." 

At the dedication of the beautiful new Christian Sci- 
ence church at Concord, N. H., July, 1905, the speaker 
said: "Mrs. Eddy was sanctified before she had birth" — 
not exactly a claim to an immaculate conception, but sug- 
gesting great possibilities for the future. If we may judge 
by present tendencies, we may perhaps be called on to con- 
template her after she has left us as a fourth person in the 
Godhead. Shocking as these words must seem, they are 
not without foundation, as all know who observe the close 
approach to worshipf which her votaries already manifest 
towards her, — their hushed and reverent attitude when she 

♦The assertion as to "God's highest thought" seems rather venturesome, 
for to know which is His highest thought requires a knowledge of all His 
thoughts. Besides, it has not been supposed heretofore, I believe, that the 
divine mind was differentiated into grades. 

It seems unfortunate, too, for the gentleman's declaration, that in the 
two verses cited the mighty angel is spoken of as he. Elsewhere in Revela- 
tions whenever the subject is a woman the sex is always indicated by the 
pronoun her. 

At the close of the chapter in which these verses occur, we read : "Thou 
must prophesy again." This would seem to be a singularly appropriate sug- 
gestion for Dr. Tomkins to have taken to heart as pointing to him. 

t On Thanksgiving Day of 1905 her church in Concord addressed to her 
the following Prayer of Thanksgiving: "Beloved Leader and Teacher: We 
members of the church of Concord, whose beautiful edifice is your precious 
gift, earnestly desire the first glad Thanksgiving Day in our new church home 
to thank God for all the blessings that are ours through your wisdom, self- 
sacrifice and patient devotion to truth's holy cause. We are grateful for the 
respect which you have given us which has so blessed our lives and is blessing 
the whole world. We thank you for your unselfish labors. We share with 
you this joy in the general recognition by Concord's representative citizens of 
your life and of the abundant evidences of your successful endeavors to lead 
mankind to God and to the knowledge of His son, our Lord and Master, 
Christ Jesus." 
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passes by, standing in lines, hats off and tears in their eyes, 
while she slowly rides through with her carriage curtains 
raised high so that all may see — a vision seldom permitted. 
One is reminded of a May Procession to the Virgin, or of 
that event which Palm Sunday commemorates. Her "mes- 
sages" are received with more deference than most Chris- 
tians pay to an Epistle by St. Paul. Her "little book" oc- 
cupies a place not inferior to — some times above, it would 
seem — the New Testament, which needed her Key in the 
same way that the Old Testament needed the New. And 
to fix her status still more firmly as that of no ordinary 
mortal, Rev. Irving C. Tomlinson, her minister in charge 
of the Christian Science church in Concord, said "Through 
her the vital, healing ministry of the Founder of Christian- 
ity is again preached on earth." 

Whether Mrs. Eddy believes so much in her own divin- 
ity may be fairly doubted ; yet such an implication follows 
from her alleged supernatural gifts and powers, and it 
sticks out from nearly every page she writes ; and that she 
is not averse to having such a notion prevail is evident 
when we observe that the claims to that effect made for 
her by her authorized exponents — her lecturers and the 
official organs of the church — meet with no rebuke, but on 
the contrary, with a complacent silence. 

It appears, then, that the "Discoverer and Founder" 
(capitals always, please — she never fails to use them when 
writing of herself) was illumined and ministered unto, 
like the prophets, apostles and saints of old; she was en- 
dowed with sanctity before birth; she has a supernatural 
insight* into Scripture and the essence of Deity, and her 
book (made to look like a Bible) is a miracle-working 
fetish.f 

* "How can one acquaint himself with God ? By studying Science and 
Health with Key to the Scriptures, and other works by Mary Baker G. 
Eddy." — Christian Science History, by Septimus J. Hanna. 

t "Those who studied this book in connection with the Bible found them- 
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Such amazing credulity as all this calls for would be 
inconceivable, especially when found among men of edu- 
cation and refinement, if we did not see that it becomes 
necessary in accounting for the results claimed to be pro- 
duced. Even as it is there is a tendency to hedge. Such 
extravagant language as that contained in the address of 
Dr. Tomkins (that address still industriously circulated 
as a Christian Science Tract, however,) from which quo- 
tation has been made above, is not often indulged in at 
present. More discretion is being used. Yet the attest 
forces the assumption. Miracles cannot be performed 
without miraculous powers. 



THE HARVEST. 

It has appeared astonishing to many that in this day 
of enlightenment it should be even proposed to reinstate 
practices the counterpart and equivalent of those which 
originated in ignorance and superstition, and which pre- 
vailed before the revival of learning; much more aston- 
ishing is it that such a proposition should meet with any 
success. And yet the propaganda of this cult is so in- 
gratiating and persistent, so backed up by seeming proof 
and apparent scriptural authorization and command even, 
that our tender-hearted, conscientious, but easily bewil- 
dered Christians are being led into camp with Mrs. Eddy 
every day, for they are made to believe that their only 
alternatives, if they are not to become hypocrites, are, 
either to go with her, or to deny God's power. Not so 
many have taken the step as are ripe for it, but they are 
only putting it off, yet realizing its inevitableness. Al- 
ready Mrs. Eddy has said that her believers must not be- 

selves able to heal the sick, and cast evils out of themselves and others." — Rev. 
Wm. P. McKenzie. 

"Many have been healed by its perusal alone, to my personal knowledge." 
— Dr. Geo. Tomkins. 
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long to other communions, and a second more imperative 
command will surely come, demanding that they break 
their old church connections altogether and go where they 
belong, or else forfeit their rights and privileges as her 
sons and daughters. Ye cannot serve two masters when 
one of them is Mary Baker G. Eddy. The regular churches 
are filled with just such ones. 

Even the Church of England is being invaded by these 
ideas. Rev. B. S. Lombard, vicar of All Souls, St. Pan- 
eras, London, is proposing to incorporate "scientist" fea- 
tures in his work. In an interview he is quoted by the 
Pittsburg Gazette of Sept. 3, 1904, as saying: "There is 
undoubtedly something in faith healing which we of the 
English Church do not understand. These 'scientists' have 
the power of effecting cures, and we of the Church must 
see if we ourselves have not the power." 

In fact the infiltration of these ideas throughout most 
of the churches is going on at such a rate that it would 
not be surprising if in less than twenty-five years as great 
a transformation should take place as that which occurred 
in this country during the first quarter of the last cen- 
tury — the movement towards Unitarianism, — when dur- 
ing one year alone (1819) 150 Orthodox Congregational 
churches without changing the occupancy of the church 
buildings, or the society membership, even retaining the 
same ministers, declared their adhesion to the doctrines 
preached by Channing. The leaven had been working 
quietly but irresistibly, just as it is now working ; and the 
result was scarcely a surprise, just as the result in this 
case will be discounted in advance, because this member- 
ship will find that they also have grown out of their old 
beliefs into the new, and the only change necessary will 
be a change of name. 

Those who regard this movement as merely a passing 
fad, soon to disappear, are closing their eyes to the evi- 
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dence which looms large out of the rapid increase of so- 
cieties, and the numerous defections from the churches of 
every faith to allegiance to this very insinuating new 
neighbor. 

NOT A SCIENCE. 

Great wrongs have been perpetuated in the name of 
religion. But now truth and reason are made to suffer in 
the name of science. 

If Christian Science vigorously searched through the 
data which come to its hands from its healers and the 
healed, classifying the facts according to some strict 
method by which all disturbing and doubtful factors were 
eliminated, taking its cases and holding them up to every 
possible light, inquiring in the first place whether the 
complaint was what it was said to have been, who said 
so, and what was his warrant for judging and his repu- 
tation for correctness in general in making diagnoses; 
and next, as to the competency of the patient to hold her- 
self free from undue emotion and delusion of the senses, 
not given to exaggeration, or moved by an excessive zeal 
to prove anything for or against this or any other system 
or school, requiring, in fact, that all the evidence must be 
of a character capable of standing any test which may be 
put upon it, such as a trial in a court of law, or before a 
board of physicians and surgeons (who use "mortal 
sense"), or before any man or set of men whatever, no 
matter whether friendly or antagonistic, because knowing 
that such ordeals and severer than these, all other hypoth- 
eses and theories known to science have had to pass 
through before they could gain acceptance; knowing also 
that if this system contains, as it is believed to do, the most 
important knowledge in the world, and is to gain the 
widest notice and favor, it must confront and overcome 
every objection, every obstacle ; — if it did all these things, 
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it might claim our respect; but it is obvious that it has 
never done any thing of the kind, nor, apparently, does it 
ever intend to. To even suggest any such proofs meets 
with an indignant repulse. 

If now we inquire why it fulfils none of these common 
requirements of research — why it scornfully rejects their 
proposal even, — we shall find that it is not through any 
lack of confidence on the part of Mrs. Eddy's followers in 
the verity of what is claimed, but entirely because it is 
precisely not what they think it is — not a science at all, — 
but a fanaticism built wholly on belief and feeling, or con- 
sciousness, — on such a postulate as this : "Current mortal 
thought is unaware that the spiritual is the only truly 
natural, and that the natural, so-called, can only be under- 
stood through the lens of spiritual perception." And they 
quote : "To undertake to account for spiritual by the logic 
of material phenomena, is an infinitely greater paradox 
than to express a mother's ecstasy in algebraic terms, or 
to analyze grief by the chemistry of a tear." All which 
is to say that we are dealing with a "science" which is 
demonstrable only through the emotions. 

Mrs. Eddy when recounting an early cure in her own 
case said, that she "felt a soft glow of ineffable joy. The 
fever was gone, and I rose and dressed myself, in a normal 
condition of health. Mother was glad. The physician 
marveled." And again later, at the time of that cure 
which she dwells on as ushering in her "conviction of the 
principle of divine healing," she speaks of "an illumina- 
tion," "a ministration," and that she felt that a miracle had 
been performed. This is the phraseology of ecstasy. 

To work out the details of the revelation, or discovery, 
which was made in such a singular way — "the discovery 
that all causation was mind, and every effect a mental 
phenomenon, — she retired from the world and devoted 
three years to prayer and study of the Scriptures, and on 
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returning announced a "Science of Divine Metaphysical 
Healing." The shorter name by which it is known now 
must not be taken to be an afterthought — remembering 
Mr. McCracken's assertion regarding its divine impar- 
tation, — but it may be permissible to conceive that it would 
have been too precipitous, no doubt, to have had both sub- 
ject and name revealed all at once. The world may have 
been expectant and waiting for the revelation — as has 
been broadly intimated, — but it was not prepared to re- 
ceive so much illumination in a single flash; it was better 
that it should come in intermittant gleams — progressively 
as it were. 

And this "Discovery," which her healers make theirs 
by pursuing a course of study (?) extending over "a period 
not less than two weeks," a course which, by the way costs 
them three hundred dollars — "the demand made under 
Truth's guidance by the Teacher" — Mrs. Eddy calmly as- 
serts, enables them to understand "mental anatomy" 
(Shades of Descartes and Locke ! ) , and deal with the "real 
cause of disease" — as we have seen, to correctly diagnose 
and cure "internal decay," atheism, broken bones, con- 
sumption and cancer. Three years at devotions on her 
part, and two weeks study of what she discovered through 
her devotions, on the part of her healers, and all the learn- 
ing of the ages concerning the human system has become 
obsolete! And there is a large body of men and women, 
holding themselves to be intelligent as well as sincere, 
who call this conglomeration of mysticism, illusion and 
fanaticism a science! 

But is it all a fraud and a delusion ? If we are obliged 
to answer, Yes, we may yet need to qualify, by admitting 
that the fraud is probably largely unconscious, and the in- 
tention good — not forgetting, however, what has been 
said about the pavement of Hades; — but when we con- 
sider the consequences to helpless children and the aged 
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of resorting to a course which is no advance over shrine 
cure and relic cure, denying them the benefits of a skill 
which alleviates suffering and prolongs life, such quali- 
fications have no saving grace. A fraud which leads to 
disastrous consequences becomes no more lovely because 
well-meant, nor does the fact that it was perpetuated in the 
name of religion and science, or was unconscious of being 
a fraud, mitigate those consequences. Some of the greatest 
afflictions which men ever suffered have been due to be- 
nevolent ignorance. 

"They that be whole need not a physician, but they that 
are sick." — Matthew ix, 12. 

"And I took the little book out of the angel's hand and 
ate it up ; and it was in mouth sweet as honey, but as soon 
as I had eaten it, my belly was bitter." — Revelations x, 10. 

Henry White. 



